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 Ella P. Fenton was born about 1845 in New York to Stephen F. Fenton (1804 VT 

- 1864), a physician, and Emily Dewey (1814-1874).  She was on the US census in 

1850 residing in Sandy Creek and the 1855 New York state census in Richland, both 

towns in Otswego County, New York. Ella was living in Bedford, Westchester County, 

New York and was there in the 1870 US Census.  She mentioned in her application to 

the American Missionary Association that she felt her experience teaching several black 

children who lived with her family in New York qualified her to teach the freedmen in 

South Carolina1  Ella left Mt. Kisco, New York in November 1866 as a teacher 

appointed by the American Missionary Association to serve the freedmen at Fairfield 

School on Stoney Plantation, Hilton Head Island until May 1867.2  Upon her arrival, she 

wrote a letter to Rev. Samuel Hunt in New York describing her voyage, but especially 

her new home - its surroundings and the people she first encountered in South 

Carolina.3   
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 She returned home to New York in May 1867 for a Northern summer vacation 

and returned to Hilton Head in November 1867 with her sister Emily to re-open her 

classroom, but died shortly after her return to the island.4  Her death was referred to in 

letters of teachers about the risks of teaching in rural and remote areas.5 

Ella died on November 28, 1867 and her obituary was published in February 1868 in the 

American Missionary newsletter wherein was stated that she had been a good teacher 

for the Association for several years.6  They praised her: “She was a good teacher full of 

the missionary spirit, and her loss will be deeply felt by the people with whom she 

labored.” 
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