HANNAH FITTS

Born: Mar. 1, 1831 in Candia, Rockingham Co., NH

Died: Jan. 5, 1899 in Newfields, Rockingham Co., NH

Appointments(s):
American Missionary Association (AMA)
Mitchelville
1865 — 1866

Stoney Plantation Fairfield School
Hilton Head, SC
1866 — Apr 1867

Wilmington, NC
1831-1899 Autumn 1867

Hannah was born in Candia, Rockingham, New Hampshire on March 1, 1831 to
John Fitts (1794-1876) and Abigail Lane (1798-1882). Hannah died on January 5,
1899 in Newfields, Rockingham, New Hampshire at the home of her brother Rev.
James H. Fitts who was the Pastor of the Congregational Church in Newfields for 20
years.! He was born in Candia on March 3, 1829 and died on November 22, ca 1900.
Hannah always lived in Candia as a single woman in the 1850 and 1860 US Census
and was living with her brother John’s family and their mother, Abigail, aged 82 in the
1880 Census. Hannah was still teaching in the public schools of Candia at that time.
Hannah was living in West Boylston, Massachusetts when she was appointed as a
teacher by the American Missionary Association to teach freedmen in Mitchelville,
South Carolina for the term of 1865-1866.% In April 1867, she was teaching at Stoney
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Plantation in the Fairfield School.> Hannah transferred in 1867 to Wilmington, North
Carolina where she stayed until February 1888 having taught for 21 years there with
devotion before returning home.* In 1905, Hannah was memorialized by Wilson Palmer
in his Reminiscences of Candia:

Miss Hannah Fitts...was one of Candia’s most unselfish
and most noble women. Miss Fitts devoted many years
of her life in the interest of the colored race in the South.

I met a lady this past summer who was a co-worker with
Miss Fitts in her labor of love among the freedmen and
she told me much of her patient and [persistent efforts

in the upliftment of the poor colored people of the South.”

Hannah died from pneumonia at the home of her brother January 5, 1899 in
Newfields, Rockingham Co., New Hampshire almost two years before her brother
James died. Her estate was probated in Rockingham County, NH on January 10,
1899.° Hannah was buried in Candia Village Cemetery in Candia, Rockingham County,
NH with her parents.” Her obituary was published in the Fiftieth Annual Report of the
American Missionary Association in October 1896:

Miss Hannah L. Fitts, of Candia, N.H., died at the home of

her brother, Rev. J.H. Fitts, Newfields, N.H. January 5™, 1899.
She engaged in the work of the A.M.A. in 1866. The next year
she was appointed to Wilmington, N.C. where for twenty-one
years she served as teacher with rare devotion and fidelity,
winning universal respect and love. With great reluctance
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she gave up her position when health failed, but with unfailing
interest she freely devoted her remaining strength to her former
pupils, securing student aid and keeping up a most inspiring

and helpful correspondence with them. It is wonderful how

one so frail could accomplish so much. Suddenly, unexpectedly,
in the midst of great usefulness — her last work and plans being
in behalf of her loved people suffering from the race troubles in
Wilmington — she was called to higher service. Her monument
is in the noble, Christian lives of many who delight “to rise up
and call her blessed”.



