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         1835-1922 
 

 Jane Hosmer was born December 29, 1835 in Concord, Middlesex County, 

Massachusetts to Edmund Hosmer (1798-1881) and Sally Pierce 1795-1890.  Jane was 

raised in an intellectually engaging environment with Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry 

David Thoreau as neighbors and friends.  In fact, her father helped build ‘Walden’, 

Thoreau’s cabin.1 She is listed in the 1850-1900 US Census as residing in Concord as a 

single woman.  In the 1900-1920 Census, she is living with her sister Abby and at the 

age of 84, was still listed as a teacher in the  public school system. 

 Jane Hosmer was sent by the New England Freedmen’s Aid Society [NEFAS] in 

December 1864 as a teacher to the freedmen on Hilton Head Island under the 

sponsorship of the FAS in Roxbury, Massachusetts.2   She was still on Hilton Head 

Island teaching in December 1865.  While teaching there, she made a trip to 

Summerville, South Carolina where she discovered that the poor whites of Summerville 
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were destitute and “quite as ignorant as the coloured population”.3  Jane and her 

colleague, Harriett Buttrick, wrote a letter to their supporting Roxbury chapter of the 

NEFAS requesting permission to conduct a class for twenty white students.  She 

received a letter from Ednah Cheney granting permission to do so, while keeping the 

Society informed as to the progress of the controversial initiative.4  [See letters 

regarding this topic at.] 

 By March 1868, Jane was teaching in Gordonsville, Virginia’s freedmen’s school 

sponsored by the New England Freedmen’s Aid Society as a letter she wrote on 

February 1868 indicates.5  She wrote to Mrs. Edna Cheney about the progress of one 

student named William P. Lucas who rapidly progressed from being illiterate to serving 

as an assistant teacher for the beginners.  She also submitted an essay written by a 12-

year old Negro girl, Mary Ann, in a letter to escaped slave Ellen Craft in London. Jane 

states that the girl is not even one of her best students but submits it as a sample of 

what the Negro children are capable of.  It was only Mary Ann’s third composition.6 

By1870, Jane was back living in Concord, Massachusetts and her two sisters who were 

also teachers were living with her.  Her sister Abby continued living with her until 1920.  

Jane Hosmer was a teacher for almost seventy years, mostly in the public school 

system of Concord, Massachusetts.  Jane Hosmer died September 10,1922 in Concord, 

Middlesex, Massachusetts and was buried with her parents in the Sleepy Hollow 

Cemetery in Concord.  Her name is on the family memorial tombstone 7  
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