;:.'}'..;- :7 ;.':'_,:.: ..' "..‘ 1\ |6 S :—'A T‘\.;\’) .
by lI'rs. Core lchenzie Peeples,
Fistorien end Scrapbook Custodien.

Preg Session Number One about news filed in our Scrapbooks wes
Fresentec when our heunictn met in Saverneh in 2¢%¢. Sirce then ve
have severeal suthors to add to our list: Cerolyn Leswton Eerrell
published Kith And Kin in 1984. She gave us a preview when we met
in Wilmington, NC. Stacy and Gereld Church wrote The Lawtons of
Surmer Oeks snd gave us a progrem in 1564 on the femily of Llexan-
der Ben jemin and Narcissa Melisse Lawton. This family is &lsO rep-
resented by Dr. Robert James Lawton end his sister and her husband
Rleine }ikesell who arranged the tour of England which 35 of us

en joyed in 1689.

We had a speaker in 1986 who told of his 1life on the James Is-
land plantation of Allison St. John end Wellace Lawton, Dr. Clyde
Bresee who wrote Life On A Lawtcn Plentetion Near Charleston. And
we have a song compOsed by lirs. Thomas Lawton willingham, harmon-
ized by Leure Levtcn Feynolds, The Fermer len.

In 1983 when Connie Lawton Euntley was President, Michael West
Berry spoke on the Life & Death of Ssreh Isabella Robert and her
nephew, Richerd Franklin Bostick, in the 1837 wreck of the steam-
ship Home. lichael was a great speaker who has since gone to his
finel resting place. Our femily lost an outstending young men, so
knowledgeable and capeble. llicheel wes Custodien of the Museum of
the Daughters of the American kevolution in Washington for several
yeers and moved up to the National Trust before his untimely death.

Two of our past Presidents have died since 1279: the brothers
Ben janin Joseph end Robert Josish Willingheam.

Cousins who have joined us since 187? include Crystelle Robert
Wickett of Fort Worth, Texes who has had & distingulished career
as President of the Stete of Texes Huguenot Society, the Texas
Stete Gerden Club, Texas State Mother of the Yeer, Sponsor for the
Children of the Americar Revolution and in many other positions.
Crystelle &lso plays tennis avidly end often.

Deanne Wagoner, whose Clown Bazear at 9 Broad St. was founded
in Nepal before tts reecticnary government forced her to leave
while she was working for Church World Service, now operetes it
es & not-for-profit corporetion. She offers i1tems hendcrafted by
phvsicelly handicepped end economically disedventegea Christiens
from all over the world. Visit Deenna's Clown Bazear for unusual
gifts and collectibles.

Cercw Fice's grendson, Clay Rice, follows in his footsteps in
cutting silhouettes, playing guitar, composing and singing songs.

Our family has enjoyed special reccgnition in heving Thomas 0.
Lawton, Jr. as President of the Huguenot Society of South Cero-
lina end of the South Cerolina Historical Society for the past
several yesrs, while the Rev. Dr. Robert E. H. Peeples has been
President of the Society of First Femilies of South Cerolina,
1670-1700. Through their leadership we were able to erect and
dedlcate with appropriste ceremcnies, a bronze plaque in memory
of the Rev. Plerre Robert (1€56-1715), Founder and First Rector
(1706-1710) of the Parish of St. James Santee. In addition, the
family contributed in 1289 more then £800 to the fund for the
maintenence of the historic Church on 0ld Georgetown Road. Our
next project is to erect epitaphs for Rev. Pierre and Jeane

(Bayer) Robert and their son, Pierre Robert, Jr., at the site
of 0ld Jamestown on Sentee River.




Our Secretary, W. Mexwell Lawton, the ramily's outstanding young 3
artist, is a grandson of the Rev. Samuel and Alice Lawton. The Rev.
Sam was founder of the South Carolina State Socicty for the Blind.
Max's brother, Deaver Lawton, represented the fe.sily in Desert
storm earller this year. We are proud of both o1 them.

There is an article in the Scrapbook about Jezuses Leswton of
Bluffton, a potter who has won meny awards for his work. The fami-
1y's artistic genes can be traced back to the dyaasty of ROBERT
artists in France and Switzerland centuries ago.

Lawton O'Cain's Bed and Breukfast, the John Lawton House in
Estill, is flourishing, quite popular with- the hunting crowd.

Surmit Plantation, off Toogoodoo Road, was bought and restored
as their home by John and Patricia (Youmans) Boineau. It 1s shown
in Plantations of The Lowcountry by William Baldw«in.

Jine and Gerald Church's granddaughter wrote a poem honoring
the family the last year we met in Hardeeville. It is preserved
in the Scrapbook.

Mrs. Alice Rhodes Rogers (Rt. 3, Box 121, Mullins, SC 29574)
has published a RHODES family history which includes the family of
the Hon. George Rhodes (1802-1881) of the Hermitage Plantation,
Lawtonville, Sipner of the 1860 Ordinance of Secession, and his
two wives, both daughters of James Johu and Charlotte Ann (Lawton)
Robert of Cotton Hill Pluntation, Robertville. Coples may be
ordered from Alice.

In looking through the information in our Scrapbook, we can
feel blessed in being part of a family which has been honorable
and influentisl in this State since 1693 when Lindgrave Thomas
Smith was Governor, 1686 when Rev. Plerre Robert was minister to
the Huguenots on Santee River, 1691 when Jokn Ludson was & member
of the Grand Council, 1698 when Edmund Bohun wa. 1st Chief Justice.
Certainly few have contributed more to society than Gen. Henty
Martyn Robert in his Robert's Rules of Order. He was truly a peace-
maker. When I look at all the laembers who h&ave tccOmplished 80
much, I cen see thet they have a personal relationship with our
Lord who guides and directs us in the many z0od works we do.

We have stories of births, marriages and deaths, plus many
honors won. We gather them all together in thanksgiving to our
heavenly Father in the words o1 that great o0ld Lymn:

"0 God, our help in ages past, our hope for ycars to come,

Be Thou our Guide while 1life shall last, and our eternal home."




