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A SPRING LOWCOUNTRY TOUR
By Jason H. Stevens, M.D.

We are fortunate in our area to not only having the many resources of the
Heritage Library to keep us in touch with our chosen homes but to also have
access to several tours which illuminate and display the unique beauties of our
region.

Each spring and fall there are tours and excursions, which delve into the
past of our area. On March 22 the annual Episcopal Church Women of St. He-
lena’s Parish Church low country tour set off from Beaufort for a visit to sev-
eral historical sites.

First stop on the self-driving tour was Huspa Plantation which is on Paiges’s
Point in Beaufort County. This was a 35,000 acre King’s grant to the Fuller
Family in 1662. It remained in the family until the Civil War and a descendent
of the Fuller family regained ownership in 1976. The original house burned

many years ago, but left magnificent chimneys and old foundations still remaining. The entrance is through a
magnificent oak alley and the present house dates from 1979. Paneling comes from splitting beams from the
Union Station in Atlanta and since the present owner is an aviation enthusiast many of the artworks and me-
mentoes are aviation-oriented. There is a two-direction airfield close to the house and classic barnstorming
open-cockpit airplanes were taking off and landing for the entertainment of the tour.

Another stop on the tour was a visit to St. James The Greater Church, which was established in the tiny
town of Catholic Hill in 1826 to serve the plantation owners and their slaves. The church burned in 1856 and
was not rebuilt for 40 years when a priest Daniel Berberich accidentally found the presence of Catholic peo-

(Continued on page 4)
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Many thanks to all the volunteers and mem-
bers who participated in the NGS Regional Con-
ference. By all counts it was a rousing success.
Members of both the Foundation and the HHI
Genealogical Society, staffed the registration
and reception tables and the exhibits at the Hil-
ton Oceanfront Resort in Palmetto Dunes, site
of the two day conference, introduced the out-
standing lecturers, and worked behind the
scenes to bring our first attempt at hosting a na-
tionally recognized genealogy conference here
in the Lowcountry.

Others came onboard to help staff the Library
during the week leading up to the Conference
and on through the weekend. Many visitors reg-
istered for the Conference came early in the

week to research at our center. In fact, John
Griffin, our Librarian-in-charge for Mondays
reported that the first five patrons to arrive on
Monday morning were planning on attending
the Conference.

In the following weeks many encouraging
and complimentary comments have been re-
ceived by letter and email on both the confer-
ence and the library. This very positive re-
sponse to our initial venture into the world of
genealogy conferencing is due in great meas-
ure to the dedicated efforts of our members
and all volunteer staff. Congratulations to you
all and thanks again.

Of special interest to you all was the recent
arrival of a box containing a three volume set
titled, “Descendants of Samuel Mapes and
Mary Smith from Howells, NY”. Each con-
tained the following inscription, “This book is
donated to the Heritage Library by Joseph
and Patricia Boyle in appreciation of the help
and hospitality shown by the library staff Feb-
ruary 13 — 15, 2003.” The Boyles vacationed
here to attend our conference.

Minutes of our Seventh Annual Meeting of
the The Heritage Library Foundation are
printed on pages 5 and 7 of this Newsletter. It
is hard to believe seven years have come and
gone, but gratifying to see the progress made
with your help and the contributions of our
members, the local government and commu-
nity and other organizations. Many thanks for
your efforts during the last years.

Great work gang! Keep it up.
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G E N E A L O G Y
ON THE NET
(The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter and is
copyright 2003 by Richard W. Eastman. It is re-published here with permission of the
author.)

From: RootsWeb Review: RootsWeb's Weekly E-zine, Vol. 6, No. 12, 19 March 2003,
Circulation: 1,022,037+ (c) 1998-2003 RootsWeb.com, Inc. http://
www.rootsweb.com/

Sharpening History Skills

In re: "Why Lowell?" (RWR 6:10): A wealth of information
about Lowell, Massachusetts, and particularly its role in the
Industrial Revolution,is available from the Lowell National
Historical Park at:

http://www.nps.gov/lowe/2002/loweweb/lowe_history/
lowe_handbook/

prologue.htm

[The above is a 2-line URL; copy and paste carefully]--
David Gascon gpadavid@att.net

For more information and an index to the more than 26,400
RootsWeb-

hosted genealogy Mailing Lists and easy subscribing op-
tions, go to:

http://lists.rootsweb.com/

NEW SURNAME MAILING LISTS

ALCHIN, BARRELL, BIERS, BLITCH

CHEEKE, CHEEKS, CLEVERLY, CLIBORNE,
CLOUTHIER, CORDOVA

CHARLEMAGNE -- Genealogy of Charlemagne -- aka
Charles the Great (742-814)

DETTMANN

GANGER

GROTTENDICK, GULLATT

HADDENHAM, HALSAN

KETELSEN, KLIBOURN, KLIBOURNE

LEONHARD

MCCLEOD, MILBERGER

OLDING

RAGAN, RANOUS, RATLEDGE, ROLFSON

REITH-SCOTTISH -- The REITH surname from Scot-
land

SMITH-CA -- The SMITH surname in California

SMITH-NJ -- The SMITH surname in New Jersey, U.S.A.

SCHIMKE, SEEL, SEISCHAB, SICKLER, SNAKELS

TOBING, TOWERSON

VENKHOUSE

ZERING, ZIERER, ZWIRNER

NEW ETHNIC AND SPECIAL INTEREST MAILING
LISTS

CAN-Naturalizations -- Finding ancestors in naturaliza-
tion records in Canada

CAN-ONT-MATTAWA -- Mattawa, Ontario, Canada

STALAG_POW_CAMPS -- WWII Prisoners of War or
the camps around Europe that they were held in by the Ger-
mans

USA-Naturalizations -- Finding ancestors in naturalization
records in the U.S.A.

NEW REGIONAL MAILING LISTS

ENG-CORNWALL-REDRUTH -- Redruth, Cornwall,
England

ENG-DERBYSHIRE-CHESTERFIELD -- Chesterfield,
Derbyshire, England

NW-ALABAMA -- Lauderdale, Limestone, Colbert,
Franklin, Lawrence, Winston, Marion, Walker, Lamar, Pick-
ens, Fayette, and Tuscaloosa counties in Alabama
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ple in this tiny rural area. The former slaves had kept their religion alive and a new church was
built in 1897. The small red-painted sanctuary is furnished with antiques of the period. Many
families in the congregation of 35 are descendents of the original membership and present priests
travel from Charleston to serve the worshipers each Sunday.

We also visited Clarenden Plantation, which dates
back to the late 1700’s. The property is an amalgam of
several pre-Civil War plantations and is presently used
primarily as a hunting club. James M. Cox who was the
Democratic nominee for president in 1922 once owned it.
Cox and his vice president nominee Franklin D. Roosevelt
were defeated by Warren Harding. The beautiful white
columned large brick 2-storied home sits on beautiful
lawns above the Whale Branch River and is filled with
classic antiques. The present owners are still acquiring
land, and as its use is as a hunting plantation, it is reminis-
cent of a way of life that existed in the low country includ-
ing Hilton Head Island for over 50 years. Paul Hamilton
(1762-1816) governor of South Carolina and Secretary of
the Navy under President Madison is buried on the planta-
tion. A wonderful lunch with classic Lowcountry fried
chicken was served on the lawns to the guests, accompa-

nied by a blue grass band and enactors in Civil War costumes.

The last stop was to White House Plantation in Colleton County just over the Combahee
River. This originally was a rice plantation acquired by Edmund Bellinger in 1702. It remained in
the family for the next 2 centuries until as so often happened in the aftermath of the Civil War the
property was sold by the Colleton Sheriff because of a debt of $171.08 owed by Joseph Bellinger.
The present Charleston owners use the present property as a duck-hunting retreat and the present
house is approx. 20 years old built on the site where the former house burned to the ground. There
are several buildings on the plantation including a guest quarters that survived the fire and was
moved into a beautiful garden when the present house was built. The furniture, which has many
unusual pieces with a hunting motif, is scattered throughout the main house and 2 guest cottages.
As the tour guests strolled amongst the magnificent live oaks and huge lawns overlooking Ivanhoe
Creek and a large bass and duck pond, they were taken back in time by the wonderful harmonies
of the Huspa Baptist Church Choir. The centuries dropped away and it was easy to imagine how
Hilton Head Island must have seemed in those days.

The Heritage Library has a large collection of books encompassing these times and areas and
tours such as described go a long way towards enriching our lives.

A Low Country Tour
(Continued from page 1)

Clarendon
Plantation
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Welcome New Members
By Gwen Altstaetter

Our membership Chairman, Dori Dixon, continues to spread the word about the Heritage Library and
with the help of other volunteers we have added more new members to our genealogy “family” — John
Chamberlin, John & Pete Gehrig, Jack Talmadge, Jadwin Satore, Lloyd Roberts, Dorothy Arwe, Iva R.
Welton, Madeline Thiessen, Thomas Gallagher, Robert Stichweh, Dorothy Tartaglione, Carol Wilson,
George Schneider, Matt Mattoon, Russell Williamson, who incidentally has started to volunteer as an
assistant librarian on Mondays, Gary and Carolyn Broman from Minnesota, Joanne R. Case, Tad L.
Ryan and John Reilly.
We welcome these members and invite them to become active researchers. Remember you can learn

more about the Library and the subjects of history and genealogy by volunteering at the Library. Volun-
teers are what we are all about. Members helping members. If you would like to become a Library vol-

News Materials Available Now
By Pam Bredin

Many thanks to those of you who have contributed volumes to our Library. It is through your
generosity that our library continues to grow. Most recently Noel H. Goeke contributed to the Civil
War collection a set of the “Collector's Library of the Civil War.” This is a full 24 volume set of
memoirs, memories, reminiscences, diaries, and personal recollections of the participants, blue and
gray, originally published in the decades following the events recorded and republished in the series
by Time Life Books in the 1980’s. This addition to our library presents a fascinating look through
the mists of time into the real lives of real people. It’s a “must read” for all true fans of that period
of the American experience.

Dr. Antonio Reyes-Guerra, a local author, has expanded our information on the Twentieth Cen-
tury with the contribution of Time Life Books series on the Second World War and The History of
Aviation. These series are richly illustrated with photographs and maps and will provide a wealth of
data to anyone researching the events of the last century.

Alan Chaput, is a historian and author and recent addition to the Hilton Head Island writing
scene having relocated from northern Ohio found a home for his 218 volume collection of genealogi-
cal and historical books. With Alan’s help our Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Virginia collections
have really grown. More significantly Alan’s gift has grown our Canadian data from one book to a
total of 44. One of the Canadian collection’s special additions is the 7 volume set of the 26 original
founding families of Canada — Dictionnaire Genealogique des Familles Canadiennes.

We thank each of these men for their contribution. If you are finished using some of your re-
search books and need a home for them, please think of the Heritage Library where they will be
used and cared for. Please call if your need someone to pick them up. In the meantime come by and
see our latest additions.
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

April 8 Hilton Head Island Genealogical Society — Alexia Jones Helsley presenting
“Genealogy and Copyright”, 10 a.m. at the Heritage Library

April 25-26 Louisiana Genealogical & Historical Society featuring Elizabeth Shown Mills,
Baton Rouge

May 6 Hilton Head Island Genealogical Society — Field Trip to Ebenezer Historical Site,
(colonial Salzburger settlement), Effingham County, Georgia

May 28-31 National Genealogical Society Conference in the States — Pittsburgh, PA
June 10 Hilton Head Island Genealogical Society — 10 a.m. at the Heritage Library
July 5 Annual Pilgrimage to the Tomb of Thomas Heyward — 10 a.m.
September 3-6 Federation of Genealogical Society Countdown to Discovery — Orlando, FL
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Letters from Hannah

Recently donated by Rose U. Shivar, this lovely compilation of the letters tells a wonderfully frank and poignant story of
the life, love and turbulent times experienced by Hannah Elizabeth PHILLIPS the daughter of Julia Sara Jones and the Rev.
David Arthur Phillips and her fiancé (over the strenuous objections of her parents), Charles Ephraim ULMER, Jr., son of
Charles Ephraim Ulmer, Sr. and Elizabeth Drayson Baynard.

From the Prologue... “The correspondence she had with this young man over the next five years and after her marriage,
while she was away from Bluffton and Charles, shows the growth of their love and the difficulties they incurred during this
period of courtship and marriage. Her letters, which were kept by Charles, include clippings, drawings and poems, as well as
descriptions of Hannah and her family’s daily life.” The transcriptions cover the time period from 1914 after Hannah’s
graduation from Columbia College when she moved to Bluffton for her first teaching position and there met the man she
would later marry. The correspondence continues over the next five years and after her marriage. They include letters to
Charles while they were separated by World War I. It is part love story and part history and mentions people and places in
and near the Bluffton area. The back pages contain Hannah’s family tree and the following names appear: Bolin, Cooper,
Corbi(e)tt, During, Evans, Fanning, Fanning, Felder, Ha(e)rtzog, Hawkins, Hill, Jones, McColphen, Phillips, Salley, Shaum-
loffel, Snell, Stone, Suber, Utsey, Utsey, Von Arx, Williamson, and Youn/Yonn.


