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Group of 10 AMA teachers in Beaufort 1864. 

 

 Mary Jane Armstrong was appointed by the American Missionary Association as 

a teacher of freedmen in South Carolina.  She arrived in Beaufort in August 1863 where 

she taught in the freedmen’s school during the day and conducted evening classes for 

adults in the local billiard hall1.  However, in March of 1865, she transferred to Lawton 

Plantation on Hilton Head Island, joining Anna Carter as an ‘itinerant’ teacher, visiting 

remote cabins and families to teach literacy skills2. She transferred in April 1868 to  
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Savannah, Georgia, but remained only briefly. It is highly likely that this same Mary 

Jane then decided to offer her services after the war in New Orleans.  Mary Jane  went 

to New Orleans after the end of the Civil War to teach, but the city school system fired 

20 experienced white Northern teachers for their outspoken Unionist views about the 

War, including Mary Jane.3  However, she refused to retire from teaching and went to 

teach in one of the local schools organized by the Freedmen’s Bureau, but only lasted 

in that position briefly before returning home. 

 Mary Jane died on June 6, 1868 and was buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Sect 

170, Lot 13498 with 11 other Armstrong family members in Brooklyn, Kings Co, NY4. 
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Group of 10 freedmen teachers;  

Miss Miner, Harris, Armstrong, Cahoun, Coburn, 

Bullard, Mitchell, Jenners, King and Foote (in 

order from left to right) sent by American 

Missionary Association; photo taken on lawn of 

Mission House in Beaufort, SC  abt 1864. 

Samuel A Cooley, U.S. Army Photographer. 

 

 

Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn, NY 
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