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 In the 1850 US Census, Miss Burke was living in Pittsfield, Berkshire Co., 

Massachusetts in the home of Thomas B. Strong, a 68-yr old lawyer.  By February 1865, 

she was a teacher in Pittsfield, but was unhappy about disruptive male teachers who 

she thought were living ‘ungentlemanly’ in the same building with female teachers.  She 

wrote a letter in February 1865 to the Superintendent stating that “our accommodation 

and the improper conduct of the men who live in the house have made it impossible for 

me to stay any longer.  But it is hoped our leaving may be the means of making the 

place more desirable for other teachers”1.  When the administrators refused to require 

the men to move out, she decided to seek a position elsewhere.  She was appointed by 

the American Missionary Association as a teacher to the freedmen of South Carolina 

and arrived in Hilton Head in February 18652.  

 Margaret was first assigned to Lawton Plantation where she spent the winter of 

that year assisting Miss Eliza Hill of the U.S. Freedmen’s Bureau3.  However, she 
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remained there less than two months and asked for a transfer to Seabrook Plantation 

where she joined Miss J. Tucker.4  Margaret gave the reasons for her request in a letter 

that she wrote in March of 1865 while she was visiting Elliott Plantation.5   In 1866, 

Margaret transferred again to Mitchelville Intermediate School from where she filed a 

Teacher’s Monthly Report (TMR) in April 1867.6  

 Margaret wrote a letter in November 1867 to Rev. S. S. Jocelyn at American 

Missionary Association Headquarters requesting a transfer to Florida with her friend 

Annie Wilkins.7  Their request was not honored.  In the 1870 US Census, Margaret was 

working as a teacher in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, residing in the Burbank House run by 

Abraham Burke.  In 1880, she was still a teacher living in a Pittsfield hotel and by 1900 

she was a boarder in the Pittsfield home of Patrick Mahar.  Margaret died February 5, 

1907 in the Pittsfield, Massachusetts Home of Mercy from shock caused by a complete 

fracture of her left femur and is buried in the Pittsfield Cemetery in the Pontoosuc Hills 

Section8.  The inscription on her tombstone reads: “a meek and quiet spirit which is in 

the sight of God a great prize.” 
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