ANNA AMANDA CARTER

Born: Oct. 8, 1830 in Ravenna, Portage, OH
Died: Feb. 2, 1911 in Mill Creek, Hamilton, OH

Assignment(s):
American Missionary Association (AMA)

Lawton Plantation — Hilton Head, SC
Jan. 1863 — Abt. Jun. 1864

1830-1911

Anna was born October 8, 1830 in Ravenna, Portage County, Ohio to Philo
Carter (1800-1855) and Electa Sanford (1795-1836). She attended Bridgewater Normal
School in Connecticut 1851-52 and was listed as a ‘non-graduate’ in Mount Holyoke
Seminary’s catalog of students.* In 1865, she married Marcus Elliott Merwin as his
second wife but he died shortly thereafter on August 28, 1867 in Milford, Connecticut.
She was living as a widow in 1880 in Greeley, Weld Co., Colorado in a home she
owned with a friend and one boarder. In 1910, Anna was living with her son Herbert’s
family in Garrettsville, Portage, Ohio. She died from cancer on February 2, 1911 in Mill
Creek, Hamilton Co., Ohio in the Methodist Home for the Aged and is buried in
Greenlawn Cemetery in Delta, Fulton Co., Ohio.?

Anna was living in Bridgewater, Connecticut when she was appointed in January
1863 by the American Missionary Association as a teacher to the freedmen of Hilton
Head, South Carolina for a term of January - October 1863.° She was assigned to
Lawton Plantation and on January 22, 1863, wrote a letter to Rev. Whipple of the
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American Missionary Association about the living conditions at Lawton (AMA H5178)%.
Her appointment was renewed for the next school year, beginning in October 1863 as is
shown by a letter she wrote on December 12, 1862 from Hilton Head. In that letter to
Rev. Whipple, she stated that there was an increased interest among the freedmen in
the Sabbath school she had started - possibly because many of the adults were working
in the fields and could not attend instruction during weekdays. “Our present plan is to
teach as many children as we can gather in a morning school, and going into the cabins
in the afternoon to instruct adults.” [The freedmen] also were very interested in
learning to read the Bible. They currently had 3 teachers so two of them led students in
reading the New Testament and the third teacher taught the academic curriculum. With
the number of students rapidly increasing, she felt they needed another teacher.® She
seemed to like her work at that point. However, Anna became unhappy with the harsh
working and living conditions and the oppressive heat, but even more so dissatisfied

with the cultural norms of white Southern society, so she left before the new school year
even started in October 1864."
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