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Abbie was born 1834 in Keene, New Hampshire to Henry Case (b1796) and 

Cynthia Wilder (1798-1851).  By the 1850 Census, the family was living in Royalton, 

Worcester County, Massachusetts.   Abbie was appointed as a teacher to the freedmen 

in Savannah, Georgia by the American Missionary Association and arrived in December 

1865.1  However, she transferred in February 1866 to teach at the Union School at 

Lawton Plantation on Hilton Head Island.2  In her Teacher’s Monthly Report dated 

February 5, 1866, Abbie stated that she had an average attendance of 70-80% of  

enrolled students who were eager to complete the exercises in class.  She also held a 

Sabbath afternoon school at Lawton Plantation.  In a letter dated April 22, 1866 to 

Samuel Hunt of Savannah, Abbie wrote about the freedmen’s distrust of white people in 

Georgia, including the teachers, and singled out white prejudice as the “freed people’s 

degradation”.3  She also talked about complaints by some white teachers and 
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administrators about the AMA’s rival schools taught by native blacks.  Abbie moved 

again in May 1867 to nearby Seabrook Plantation on Hilton Head Island.4 

 By August 1867, Abbie was back in Worcester County, Massachusetts, where 

she married Abel F. Eaton (1805-1893) on August 1st  in Fitchburg, Massachusetts as 

his second wife.5  She was 33 years old, twenty-nine years younger than Abel.  Abel 

had served for nine months at an advanced age during the Civil War in the 53rd 

Massachusetts Infantry Regiment as a musician, enlisting on October 17, 1862 and 

mustering out at Camp Stevens in Groton, Massachusetts on June 2, 1863.6  He was 

appointed in 1866 as the District Secretary in Cincinnati, Ohio of the American 

Missionary Association and promoted in 1870 to be the Field Secretary. In the 1898 

Fitchburg City Directory, Abbie was listed as a widow.  Abbie Case Eaton died 

November 26, 1898 in Fitchburg and was buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery.7 
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