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       1832-1911 

 
 Melissa was born January 5, 1832 in New Hampshire to Eleazer Davis 

Chamberlin (1793-1832) and Hannah Hayes (1797-1872).  She was appointed early 

1865 by the Freedmen’s Aid Society as a teacher to the freedmen in South Carolina 

and was sponsored by the Lovejoy chapter of the FAS.1  She arrived on Hilton Head 

Island in 1865 and taught for a very short time there before being  reassigned to 

Charleston at the end of April 1865 where she was the Principal of Ashley Street School 

aka the ‘Old Rebel Post Office’.2  By the 1870 Census, Melissa was back in Dover, NH 

living with her parents.  The 1900 and 1910 US Census show her living with two 

different families in Boston, Massachusetts.  Melissa died in Boston from paralysis of 

the uterus and is buried with her parents in Pine Hill Cemetery in Dover, New 

Hampshire.3 
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Born: 5 Jan. 1832 in NH 

 

Died: 1911 in Boston, MA 

 

Appointment(s):          

      Freedman’s Aid Society  

  

Hilton Head, SC 

  1865 

  

Ashley Street School, Principal 

 Charleston, SC 
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