THERESA J PHILLIPS

Born: Abt. 1830 in VT
Died: unknown

Appointment(s):
American Missionary Association (AMA)
Beaufort, SC
1866

Hilton Head, SC
1867

Theresa Phillips was born about 1830 in Vermont. She was appointed by the
American Missionary Association to teach the freedmen for one year in Beaufort, South
Carolina in 1866 before transferring to Hilton Head Island for a second year of service.".
Evidence of difficulties in Beaufort and a decision of the AMA to transfer her to Hilton
Head are in two letters which she wrote to the AMA administrators. Theresa wrote on
April 6, 1865 from Beaufort to Rev. S. S. Jocelyn about how she and other teachers had
used corporal punishment in the classroom which was not permitted by AMA.? Theresa
also wrote on January 1, 1866 from Hilton Head to Rev. S. Hunt about a situation that
had occurred in Beaufort with two male teachers which was unacceptable to her.’

Although she personally expressed a desire to stay in her teaching position in
Beaufort, she was not permitted to stay over the summer months nor continue the
following year in that school. The situations she described in her letters perhaps provide
the reason why she was re-assigned for her second year to Hilton Head.*
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