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 Martha F. Putnam was residing in Leominster, Massachusetts when she was 

appointed as a teacher to the freedmen on Hilton Head Island by the American 

Missionary Association.  The appointment had to have been before December 15, 1867 

since a letter was written by her from Hilton Head Island to Mr. Smith on that date 

describing the evening school which she ran for the field workers.1  She wrote another 

letter in February 1868 to Mr. Smith in which she declared that the Negroes “are the 

most wonderful readers of human nature…their faith in God makes them the most 

peaceful and unrevengeful race on this earth.”2   

 Martha was one of the teachers who used a payment system for tuition and 

books.  Stepping Stones was a favorite children’s book and students would show up 

with “a chicken under the arm to pay for the delightful treasure.”3  Martha remained on 

Hilton Head Island until September 1868 when she was transferred to Beaufort, South 

Carolina and continued teaching there until May 1869 when she returned home.4 
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