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the old Orange Blossom So-
cial Club for women in the
Gullah community. 7

But of all her days, Mother’s
Day 0f198] remains circled
in red. '

On that day; Rosa, her baby,
graduated from S.C. State
University.

- James Grant didn’t live to
see this dream come true,
but the rest of the family was
there.

James and Janie Grant had -
gotten all the formal educa-
tion offered to them on their
remote sea island. Schools
went through fifth grade and
met only several months a
year to dodge the growing
season. : :

But long before there was
abridge, a high school or a
library, James and Janie Grant
were determined that all nine
of their children, and the
grandchild they raised as one

of their own, would graduate

from college.

‘When Rosa walked across
- that stage in Orangeburg in
cap and gown, their improb-

able dream came true.

Nine of the children be-
came educators. Most got
advanced degrees. And in the
new generatiod of16 grand- |
children, all but one has a col-
lege degree. One is a dentist.

“ Another was a lawyer.

“My husband and I worked
hard and lived simply to

_putall our children through

Y

+thev have no inte

school,” Janie Grant told The
Island Packet in 1981.

ENTREPRENEURS
James Grant said he had
two marsh tacky horses be-.
cause he had two sons, Moses
and Joseph helped him plant
50 acres, and by the time
James Jr. came along, they
were into the tractor era.
James Grant also sold
fish he caught. And he built

~ things. He helped build his

own home, which he con-
tracted to an islander for $28,
a sum he said seemed like
$50,000. Lo

He was a carpenter for the

- earliest construction compa-
 nies on the island, primarily

Robert Graves.

He did some cooking for
ahunt club on the land that -
is today Palmetto Dunes
Resort and Shelter Cove
Harbour. There, and later at
Honey Horn Plantation, Janie

sometimes worked alongside
— she serving and he

cooking,

Janie Grant planted a gar-
den, canned vegetables and
sewed clothes for all the
children with her own pat- -
terns, a skill she learned from
her'mother and taught to
her daughters. James builta
fabric store for three daugh-
ters — Annie, Genevieve and
Laura — where they made
sewing a business.

Through it all, there was
never a hint the children
wouldn’t go to college.

“Our mother and father set
high standards; we expected

&
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tomeet them,” said daughter
Margaret “Marge” White,
whose three children all
earned engineering degrees
from Clemson University.

Moses Grant recalls the
wisdom of his father, who
diedin1979. ;

“He always pressed on us
that we could get money, or
land or material things, but
all that could be taken from
us,” he said. “But education
— ‘something in your head’ is
the way he put it — can never _
be taken from you.”

Their first teacher was’

" their mother.

Before they went to school,
she had taught them to read,
write, tell time and to do mul-
tiplication,

Janie Grant was taught by
the Rev. Solomon Campbell.
And being the oldest child,
she was given the respon-
sibility of family record- .

_keeping, including paying

property taxes. She did the
same with her husband, and
at age 90, banged her cane on
the'ground to emphasize how
important it is to keep prop-
erty records current.

Her detailed knowledge of
family and island history was
displayed in the 1988 book by
Moses Grant, “Looking Back:
Reminiscences of a Black

- Family Heritage on Hilton :

Head Island.” -

FAMILY

The Grants remain a close-
knit family. They helped each
other get through school.
They’ve dlways gravitated to

the family home on Friday -
evenings and Sunday after-
noons.

They helped each other
in the terrible tragedy when
Moses lost a daughterin a
wreck. She was a young law-
yer. Her husband was an edu-
cator. They were both killed
en route from Atlanta to
Hilton Head, but their baby

survived and is being raised

by hier family.

Another grandson, Ash-
ley, who works for AT& T in
Charlotte, said his generation

‘was strongly influenced by

Janie Grant.

“She would always give us
$5 before we left to go back
to college,” he said. “Every
Christmas, she would give
us $5. It meant so much that
here was someone whowas
only able to get a fifth-grade
educationand didallshe
could to sell vegetables along
the roadside, yet was able to
givetous” ;

Her funeral will be at 1 a.m.
Tuesday at First African Bap-

tist Church, followed by buri- -

alin the Joe Pope Cemetery.
It’s a beautiful and quiet place
beside the Piggly Wiggly su-
permarket on William Hilton
Parkway. Janie Grant will rest
right up the street from her
vegetable stand, which her
children say will remain in
business.

Her grandfather told Janje

- she would be the steady one.

As others left home to seek
opportunity, James Aiken
said, “You see the tide come
and go, but the bank stands.”
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be kept, is expected to be even
tighter,

“Access to the flight line
area will be very restricted,”
McMeen said. “Access cards
will be required and each indji-
vidual without the card will be
subject to a background check
before entry is granted”

The construction isn’t ex-
pected to begin until later this
year or early 2011, according to
base officials. The Joint Strike
Fighter squadron is likely to
arrive in Beaufort in 2014 or
2015,

Two years ago, Mother you left us
without a whisper or a sound. Our
Master came to make his round,
not knowing you were on his list.
Mother, you didn't make 2 fist or
putup a fight, knowing that it -

you wete here, but we know your
presence is near. Yow're in a berter
place where the Master needs you
10 be, looking down on us making
sure we're still loving each other
indeed. Our love for you is like a
soft cotton. Mother, your memoties
| will never be forgotten.

‘We Love You A]wayu.
Missed by your Children &
Grandchildren

was your last night. We really wish |

anu was KIuwn a
bile mechanic wit
blue cookie van’,
Cub Scout Leader
several years as C
for All Saints Cub
222,

He is survived b
friend of 37 years
30 years, Marilyn;
Michelle and Danii
daughters, Breani
Piper; father Johni
Margaret, Frances
Day; step brothers
Hilton, and Gary; s
Kathy; one niece, r
ews, several aunts
and numerous cou

A memorial servi
held at All Saints E
Church, Hilton Hea
on Tuesday May 11
followed by interm
honors at the Beay
tional Cemetery.

To all his friends:
loved his church ar
extended family my
there and wanted t
work of All Saints ¢
continue in the futy
of flowers, please n
memorial donation
Saints Endowment
Meeting Street, Hilt
Island, 5C 29926.

The Island Funera
and Crematory is in
arrangements.
www.islandfuneralt
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