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We are proud to announce the launch of  
The Experience Gullah website and  
application, developed by the Gullah 
Geechee Historic Neighborhoods  
Community Development Corporation 
We have developed this site to support the 
Gullah Geechee business community of  
Hilton Head Island. This site was created  
to accomplish the following goals:
1.	 Provide a highly visible dynamic  

web-based presence that honors the 
Gullah Geechee Culture

2.	 Provide a virtual marketplace for the 
advertising and promotion of  Gullah 
Geechee owned businesses

3.	 Provide a centralized location that 
serves as a virtual events calendar,  
“one stop shop” focused on Gullah 
Geechee events

4.	 Attract and drive tourism to Gullah 
Geechee historic landmarks and  
businesses

5.	 Highlight cultural assets and  
landmarks utilizing emerging  
technology to tell the stories

6.	 Provide a digital presence for content 
development that educates the end 
user about Hilton Head Island Gullah 
Geechee culture

The application is available for free  
download for both Android and iOS  
platforms, so that any device might access. 
It is available at your desktop –  
www.experiencegullah.org.
The first phase of  development highlights 
the following seven culturally significant 
sites:

•	 Old School House Park
•	 Robinson Junior High School
•	 Barnwell Tabby
•	 Hilton Head Island Fishing Co-op
•	 Fish Camp/Charlie Simmons Dock
•	 Driessen Beach Park
•	 Historic Mitchelville Freedom Park 

(Toni Morrision Bench)

Next steps in the development:
•	 Expand partnerships – we will partner 

with for profit and non-profit  
businesses to support advertising needs. 
We will offer a range of  services that 
include targeted marketing and event 
notification. 

•	 Historic Gullah Geechee Churches 
and Cemeteries – we will identify these 
specific locations and highlight the 
connections between them providing 
the end user with a historic account of  
space and place.

•	 Content development – we will create 
content that supports our goals and 
mission. Specifically, we will create,  
develop, and curate content that  
educates the end user about Hilton 
Head Island Gullah Geechee culture.

Please download the app and visit the 
website. We welcome your feedback as we 
continue to grow the site and our capacity. 
For more information, please contact us at:
gullahgeechee@hiltonheadislandsc.gov

Experience Gullah
BY THOMAS BOXLEY

Town of Hilton Head Island,  
Executive Director for The Gullah 
Geechee Historic Neighborhoods 

Community Development 
Corporation

SCAN HERE
Download the  

Experience Gullah App

SCAN HERE
Experience the  

Historic Gullah Site
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2025 was a busy year at the Library 
and it certainly will not stop in 2026. In 
looking back at 2025, here are a few of 
my favorite things…
The Barnwell Tabby
Mr. Barnwell always 
knew that there was 
something special 
about the small tabby 
structure situated on 
part of  his property 
on Squire Pope Road. 
Weather and time took 
its toll on the building 
and over the years, it became one of  our lo-
cal tabby ruins. Yes, we knew it was old and 
that it probably had some historic signifi-
cance, but we didn’t know just how special 
it really was. In 2009, Mr. Barnwell decided 
to restore the building and in that process so 
much about the building and our past has 
been revealed.  We learned that it is much 
older than first thought, there are a num-
ber of  unique design concepts used in its 
construction, it was strategically located, and 
all that has been learned from 2009 until 
today is only part of  what we will continue 
to learn from this special site. This past year, 
the Heritage Library partnered with the 
Barnwells and  Eyefull Media to produce a 
short video that starts to tell the story of  the 
tabby and  
education center it will grow to be. Go to 
our website to see the video and go the 
Barnwell Tabby website (https://barn-
welltabby.com/) to see the full story of  this 
special place. Keep watching as the plans for 
the education center grow to fruition. 
The 250th Anniversary of  the  
American Revolution
The Library has been publishing regular 
articles on the Revolution in The Observer 
(Educate & Celebrate) for some time, and 
featuring moments in this important time 
in Membership Matters and social media. 
This past year we worked with local artists 
and commissioned a quilt that told part of  
the history of  the American Revolution but 
also included 250 years of  Hilton Head 
Island history. The quilt toured the state and 
was seen in classrooms and history centers, 
and featured at community group meetings. 
It was displayed at the Hilton Head Island 
Public Library, Island Recreation Center, 
Heyward House, Chamber of  Commerce, 

South Carolina Artisans Center, Frampton  
Plantation House, and other sites too 
numerous to mention. It traveled more than 
1500 miles and was seen by almost 40,000 
people. It was a great ambassador for getting 
out the message that Hilton Head Island is 
a journey rooted in history and visitors and 
residents should take the time to explore all 
that we have to offer. In early December, the 
quilt was raffled off and Joan Belschwender 
won the quilt. Joan wants the community 
to be able to continue to share in the art 
that was created by Art Quilters of  the Low 
Country (Ron Hodge, Ro Morrissey,  
Peg Weschke and Jody Wigton) so she has 
generously donated it to Novant Health 
Hilton Head Medical Center so patients, 
family, and visitors can share in her win. We 
hope to be able to continue to work with 
local artists to help teach local history and 
encourage everyone to enjoy local history, 
art, and culture.
Growth in the Organization
It is essential to the Library to continue to 
grow membership and once again – a  
community of  folks with a love of  local  
history and family research joined and 
renewed their membership in support of  the 
work we do. The Library continues to  
operate thanks to the time, energy, and 
skill of  a team of  volunteers. The folks that 
govern the organization, do many of  the 
day-to-day tasks, and create and present 
programs give back to not just the Library 
but to many other community groups and 
organizations. We work with a strong group 
of  partners including marketing teams, 
local businesses, community organizations, 
and more in order to protect historic sites, 
educate on local history and provide sup-
port for family research. Our partners and 
volunteers touch every aspect of  what we 
do. Without grants and donations, we would 
not be able to keep the lights on. Our donor 
base continues to help with general opera-
tions, program, historic site preservation, 
special projects and more and that is essen-
tial to keeping us going. We are beginning 
our 29th year as The Heritage Library and 
with continued support from our members, 
volunteers, donors, and partners we will 
continue to grow and provide educational 
services and programming for residents 
and visitors. All that we do is made possible 
because of  you and your support – thank 
you so very much!

The Heritage Observer 
is published by Heritage Library

#2 Corpus Christi
The Professional Building, Suite 100

Hilton Head Island SC 29928
843-686-6560

www.heritagelib.org
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From the Executive Director
By Barbara Catenaci  |  Executive Director

Mr. Barnwell
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2025 In Review
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One of  my favorite 
things as a genealo-
gist is finding a new 
record with my an-
cestor’s name on it. 
I feel like a kid on 
Christmas morn-
ing! I am excited 
about what riches 

this discovery may hold. What will I learn? 
What will surprise me? What questions 
will arise to send me in a new research 
direction? You have probably had this 
experience as you search for your ances-
tors, as well. This encounter happens for 
us only because people who came before 
us thought it was important to preserve 
these records. And we are always grateful 
for that.

Currently, a vital set of  historical records 
is desperately in need of  such preserva-
tion.  The Veteran Bounty Land Records 
are crucial to American history and to 
historians and genealogists worldwide. This 
collection includes paperwork about the 
soldiers who served in the Revolutionary 
War, the War of  
1812, the Mexican 
War, and various 
frontier conflicts, 
and later applied 
for the bounty land 
they were promised for their service. Right 
now, these documents are not available to 

researchers because they are in such poor 
condition that handling them would be 
detrimental. And they continue to deterio-
rate.  The approximately 360,000 records 
are housed at the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) in  
non-archival boxes. If  not digitized soon, 
they will be lost forever. But this takes  
money, and, according to the StLGS News 
Flash, “there are no funds allocated by 
the government, nor is there interest in 
Congress, to pay for this task.” (https://
stlgs.blogspot.com/2025/10/more-infor-
mation-about-veteran-bounty.html)  

Understanding the importance of  these 
records, a group of  genealogists have 
spearheaded a campaign to preserve them. 
In 2023, the National Genealogical Society 
(NGS) signed an agreement with NARA to 
help with the digitization and preservation 
process. On their website, NGS explains 
the importance of  these records: 

The federal government granted land 
in lieu of  pay to attract enlistments and 
reward service in the Revolutionary, 
1812, Indian, and Mexican-American 
wars. Those who served before 1850, 
including Native and Black soldiers, were 
eligible for 160 acres of  land. Widows 
and/or children could apply for  
benefits as well. The records contain 
family names; data on births, marriages, 
and deaths; historic documents such as 
pages from family Bibles; handwritten 

testimonies; affidavits; regimental his-
tory; and more.  (https://www.ngsgene-
alogy.org/veteran-bounty-land-records-
project/)

You may have heard of  the “Preserve the 
Pensions” project which began a few years 
back. This is phase two which is focused on 
raising $2.5 million for NARA to digi-
tize, index, and publish the Bounty Land 
Records on their website, preserving them 
forever. Having access to these records will 
introduce many Americans to ancestors 
they did not know they had, will support 
the work of  historians and genealogists, 
and will help educate students worldwide. 

In conjunction with NGS, the Daughters 
of  the American Revolution (DAR) and 
FamilySearch are reaching out to state and 
local genealogical societies to encourage 
donations to the project. To date, close to 
half  of  the needed funds have been raised. 
If  you would like to help get these records 
digitized and made accessible, check 
out the project website at https://www.
ngsgenealogy.org/veteran-bounty-land-
records-project/. You can make a monthly 
or one-time donation, or contribute a gift 
in memory of  your military ancestor(s). 
Genealogists and historians are a powerful 
force. Working together, we can add this 
collection to the already preserved records 
available at NARA and enrich both our 
American history and our genealogical 
research.

By Jane Theissen
Library Chair

spotlight on the library

Taylor Family 
Park Update
In the last Observer we featured the plans 
for two new parks on our Island – Taylor 
Family Park and Patterson Family Park. 
We would like to tell you that there was a 
groundbreaking for Taylor Family Park on 
December 9th. We will keep you up to  
date as these parks with purpose develop 
and grow.



Linda Piekut is a Comyah who just last 
month moved back to Pennsylvania. 
She joined the Heritage Library in 2008 
and was a driving force in advancing 
the growth of  the Library up until when 
she left for her new home on December 
2nd. Linda served as IT Director helping 
to guide the Library into the world of  
developing a website, taking ticketing and 
marketing digital, and more. She was 
member of  the Board of  Directors and 
served as Board President. 
Her leadership qualities were evident in 
everything that she did, so it was inevi-
table that she would grow into the role 
of  Executive Director of  the Library. 
In her tenure membership grew, she 
weathered hurricanes, moved the Library 
into a new location, and led the restora-
tion efforts at Baynard Mausoleum. She 
also helped, coordinate, sponsor and 
direct the following events: the 350/30 
Celebration, Speaker Series, Book Fairs, 
History Days, Bike Tours, Zion Forum, 
Revolutionary War Forum, research  
projects on the citizens of  Mitchelville 
and members of  the 21st U.S. Colored 
Troop Regiment, and Reconstruction on 
Hilton Head Island. 
In 2014, under Linda’s leadership, the 
Heritage Library was named Organiza-
tion of  the Year by the Hilton Head/
Bluffton Chamber of  Commerce. In 

that same year USA Today included 
the Heritage Library on its listing of  10 
Great Places in the World to Trace Your 
Roots. In 2016, the Library was awarded 
the community Service Award by the 
Hilton Head Island Martin Luther King 
Committee for Social Justice.
Linda left her role as Executive Director 

in 2018 but  
remained a mem-
ber and volunteer. 
In 2021 she led 
the charge for 
developing and 
implementing the 
Library’s Heirs 
Property Family 
Research Project. 
A number of  families on Hilton Head 
Island and throughout Beaufort County 
have benefited from this project. The 
Library has made her promise to stay 
involved with the project, even from a 
distance – you can’t match her passion or 
knowledge for property rights.
When the Library wasn’t keeping her too 
busy, she helped out in other community 
organizations as well. If  you owned a 
food truck and were scheduled to be a 
part of  the Juneteenth celebration at 
Mitchelville, you quickly learned who 
Linda was just how good she was at  
getting that food truck court set up,  
operating and shut down. And, she is a 
pretty good Mahjong player too.
We wish Linda and Dave great happiness 
back in Pennsylvania and salute all that 
you contributed as a friend and active 
and generous member of  the Hilton 
Head Island community.

Jim Closson – Jim volunteered at Heritage 
Library as a genealogy researcher and 
contributing writer to The Observer. Jim 
also served as the State Registrar for SAR 
and was an active member in the Thomas 
Heyward, Jr. Chapter of  SAR. Jim  
traveled the state promoting SAR 
 membership and helped numerous future 
and current members find their Patriot. 

Jim was a part of  the archaeology work 
that was done in Jasper County at Old 
House Plantation in the last 2 years. He 
has a love for history and family research 
and we are lucky that he brought that  
passion to The Heritage Library. Jim and 
his wife have moved back to the Kansas 
City area to be closer to family and we 
already miss them.
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Linda Piekut   

More Interesting Islanders – Jim Closson

BY RICK BART
Library Volunteer
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The South Carolina Department of  Edu-
cation and the SC250 Commission have 
worked together to create a program of  
educational resources around the American 
Revolution that deserves to be celebrated. 
Last year Governor Henry McMaster and 
State Superintendent Ellen Weaver came 
together to launch this special menu of  
resources that is available at https://south-
carolina250.com/education-resources/

Classroom Materials & Liberty Day at 
the Statehouse – South Carolina  
Classrooms will help kick off the 250th  
anniversary of  American Independence  
on Friday January 16, 2026!
Graphic Novels – A listing of  novels that 
use storytelling and exciting imagery to 
educate South Carolinians on the  
American Revolutionary War in our state.
Revolution to Republic Research Guide – 
Resources on South Carolina in the  
American Revolution.
Liberty Live – Liberty Live is hands-on, 
interactive STEM-based programming 
using South Carolina education standards. 
Historically accurate with action-oriented 
learning, Liberty Live is designed to teach 
about life and events during the American 
Revolution and our fight for liberty.

Bibliographies
Publications – Variety of  publication  
on pivotal stories during the Revolutionary 
War.
Coloring Page – Bring South Carolina’s 
Revolutionary War history to life with our 
coloring sheet, perfect for young learners to 
explore America’s fight for independence.
Lesson Plans – Check out 4th and 8th 
grade lesson plans based on Dr. Larry 
D. Watson’s publication, The Impact of  the 
American Revolution on Slave Manumissions in 
South Carolina, 1760-1800.
Don’t forget about the Beaufort County 
Public Library if  you are looking to learn 
more about the American Revolution and 
how South Carolina and Beaufort County 
contributed to the war. Check out your 
local branch and the online resources 
that are available at www.beau-
fortcountylibrary.org. It is easy 
to get a state library card 
and access an incredible list 
of  digital resources as well. 
Beaufort County also provides 
a great number of  programs 
that focus on this anniversary 
and time in history.
The Beaufort County 250 Committee 
has a Speakers’ Bureau and can provide 
classrooms and groups with speakers on an 
array of  subjects. They are also working 
with local groups to promote the anniver-
sary through various programs.

Last but certainly not least – The Heritage 
Library has more than 150 American 
Revolution research assets. This month 
we added the Ken Burns series to what is 
available for our patrons. Zion Chapel of  
Ease Cemetery is a Revolutionary War site 
and we provide regular tours of  that site. A 
number of  projects are planned around the 
anniversary so keep checking back with us.
The educational resources developed by 
our state and those that are available  
locally are not just for students and  

teachers. Parents and grandparents 
can help their student(s) grow a 

greater interest and understand-
ing by studying these topics 
subjects and working with 
them as we celebrate this 
anniversary. These resources 
are also for anyone interested 

in learning more. Log onto the 
SC250 site and others to explore – 

from educational resources, to the South 
Carolina Liberty Trail, and much more – 
this is the time to not just celebrate  
Independence Day but also celebrate  
the power in learning more. A great way  
to celebrate is to learn!

It is All About the Learning

Another Genealogy Gem
Someone who has taken one of  my Heritage 
Library classes recently shared a blog with 
me written by Marc McDermott called 
Genealogy Explained. He sends out a daily 
email with some helpful and interesting tips. 
Marc describes his Genealogy Explained site 
as “…an educational site to help weekend-
warrior genealogists learn how to climb their 
family trees.” 
His articles are unique and provide great 
things to consider.  Recent topics include why 
your ancestor’s age changes in various  
documents, why people changed their 

surname (and no, it wasn’t likely 
Ellis Island changed it), diseases 
on death certificates that have a 
different name today, the mysteri-
ous boarder who may really be a 
relative, foods your Irish ancestors 
made that are not eaten today and 
many others.  What I really enjoy 
is that he often suggests things 
that never occurred to me.  For 
example, I have a great Grand-
mother who rarely aged 10 years 
between each federal census.  While I had 

my own theories as why this was 
the case, his article offered several 
other plausible explanations.  
Use this link to see some of  the 
blog articles.  At the top of  the 
blog page, there are links to 
tools that may be helpful and an 
orange SUBSCRIBE link.  
Go explore what I find an inter-
esting site.
 

https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/

By carol clemens
Library Volunteer & 
Contributing Writer
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C E L E B R A T I O N  

Martin
Luther
King

Hilton Head Island, SC

www.hiltonheadmlk.com

January and April 2026

Saturday, April 11
CHILDREN’S FUN DAY

12:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Hilton Head Boys & Girls Club

151 Gumtree Road - Hilton Head, SC

Thursday, January 15
INTERFAITH SERVICE

7:00 p.m.
Mount Calvary Baptist Church

382 Squire Pope Road - Hilton Head, SC

Monday, January 19
MLK MEMORIAL MARCH

10:00 a.m.
Starting and ending at Hilton Head

High School parking lot
70 Wilborn Road - Hilton Head, SC

MLK MEMORIAL PROGRAM
11:00 a.m.

Community choir, keynote and other guest
speakers, MLK Community Service Award

Hilton Head High School
Seahawk Cultural Center

70 Wilborn Road - Hilton Head, SC

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
12:30 p.m.

Hilton Head High School Cafeteria
70 Wilborn Road - Hilton Head, SC

Saturday, January 24
DAUFUSKIE ISLAND

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Cleanup of historic Gullah cemeteries
Haig Point Ferry loads at 8:30 a.m.

hiltonheadmlk@gmail.com

803-702-1184

Saturday, January 17
HILTON HEAD 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Cleanup of historic Gullah cemeteries
(Cemeteries TBD)

Should you wish to make a donation to the
Hilton Head MLK Committee of Justice,

please make your check payable to
“Community Foundation of the Lowcountry”
with “MLK Fund” on the memo line, or use

the QR code to access the donation page on
our website. 
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The American Revolution  
Don’t Forget The Women Who Served

I am sure we all remember Abigail Adams’ 
admonition to her husband, John:  “I desire 
you would remember the ladies.”  And that is 
what I want to inspire you to do.  The names 
of  the women of  the Revolution and their 
deeds are too numerous to recount in one 
brief  presentation or indeed even in a single 
book.  Women were active on both sides, 
in every area of  the country, and in almost 
every military action.
Women were not easily permitted to partici-
pate in the Revolutionary War, but women 
did indeed do great things to support their 
new country in many different ways.  They 
worked the farms, managing the trials and 
tribulations of  a frontier environment includ-
ing Indians, and cared for the sick so that 
their families could stay together while their 
husbands were either fighting, creating, or 
rallying the nation.  
Some women uprooted their families and 
followed their husbands or left their children 
to be raised by family and friends, enduring 
the same day-in day-out struggle for survival 
that their soldier husbands endured, includ-
ing lack of  food, clothing, and shelter.  One 
writer said, “The subject of  women in the 
Revolution and camp followers naturally 
brings thoughts of  prostitutes and women 
of  ill repute who followed the armies.”  This 
may have been the case in some situations, 
but the majority of  women who accompa-
nied soldiers were servants or wives who 
often had approval to be present and served 

an important function.  
We have to acknowledge that the 
written history of  perhaps the 
most underrated revolution was 
generally written by men about 
men.  Words are the only record 
that historians recognize.  Women 
might be raising money through 
female-run organizations, refusing 
to buy British-made products, and 
even spying, but more likely than 
not, their passionate actions went 
unrecorded.  Their selfless actions,  
however, allowed their men to take up arms 

and create a new nation.
Women assisting the militia had 
a different experience than those 
with regular armies.  Militia 
service put families into warfare – 
sons, brothers, fathers, and uncles 
often served together.  It was not 
uncommon for women from these 
families to visit militia camps, 
delivering supplies or providing 
intelligence.

As I said previously, there are too many 
women to list all who contributed to the 
struggle for freedom but went unrecognized.  
Some of  the members of  the National Soci-
ety Daughters of  the American Revolution, 
however, are lucky enough to have as ances-
tors certain women from the Revolutionary 
War period.  Remember that there are three 
ways that an ancestor qualifies for inclusion 
in the roster of  DAR-acknowledged patriots:  
Military service, patriotic service, and civil 
service.  Most of  the women patriots fall into 
the second category, patriotic service, and 
NSDAR has seen fit to name some chapters 
in South Carolina and other states after some 
of  these women as well.
Learn more about some of  the women who 
made a difference in the American Revo-
lution in the next edition of  The Observer 
(April 2026) and at https://heritagelib.org/
american-revolution-anniversary/women-in-
the-american-revolution/

BY SUNNI BOND
Contributing Writer 

Library Advisory Board

Central Church on Hilton Head Island  
began when a small group of  7 people, 
who felt the need for an evangelical, New 
Testament church, met together in January 
1987 at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. This 
small group began to reach out to others in 
the community and several home groups 
developed while the church continued to 
worship at St. Luke’s for the next two and a 
half  years. 
Realizing the need to have their own  
building, funds were raised and a parcel 

of  land was purchased. Some 
months later it was discovered 
that the site had the only com-
plete and historic Indian Shell 
Enclosure in the United States. 
In order to preserve the site, the 
Town of  Hilton Head purchased 
the land. Palmetto Bay Plaza 
was remodeled and became the 
first building for the church. This 
property served for a brief  period 
until July 1992 when the Central Church 

acquired the property at 975 
William Hilton Parkway which 
had been the location of  a dinner 
theater and night club.
Over the years there have been 
four renovations to the building 
and a major construction project, 
of  over 30,000 square feet. 
Today around 350 people attend 
services each week.

By richard chalk
Library Volunteer

church histories
Central Church

Abigail Adams



Back in the 1980’s the weekly newspaper, 
Hilton Head News, featured a column by 
Dick Mariotte called “Talk of  the Town”.  
It was what you read when you were 
making plans for the weekend. Heritage 
Library has copies of  most of  these 
columns and we thought it might be fun 
to feature a reprint of  some to bring back 
memories for those who were here, but 
also give “newcomers” a look into Island 
life in the 1980’s. Dick is no longer with 
us but his love for music and talent for 
getting us out to listen to music lives on 
through his columns.

Talk of  the Town

Hilton Head News

Originally published Thursday, April 14, 1988

Dick Mariotte

Dave Mason in Concert

One of  the most talented singer/ 
songwriters of  the last 20 years, Dave 
Mason, returns to The Old Post Office 
Emporium with his band in concert next 
Sunday, April 17, at 9:00 p.m. Tickets are 
$12 per person.

Dave is a legendary performer with a 
long string of  great songs to his credit. 
His newest release, “Two Hearts,” on the 
MCA/Voyager label promises to follow 
his unique and uncompromising  
tradition. One time friends Phoebe Snow 
and Steve Winwood join Dave on the 
new album.

Born in Worcester, England, in May 
1947, Dave received his first guitar as a 
gift from his mother when he was just 
15. “My dad was the skeptic regarding 
my musical career but I had my mother’s 
backing and I set out to prove to them 
both that I could succeed as musician.” 
Dave commented.

When he was 16 he had organized 
a band and after three years playing 
in small clubs and pubs in his native 
England, Dave was one of  the founding 
members of  the acclaimed British jazz-
pop band Traffic. Dave wrote and sang 
lead on many of  the songs on Traffic’s 
first two albums…their first bonafide hit, 
“Hole in My Shoe,” followed by “Feelin’ 
Alright,” which became a rock classic.

By the end of  1969 Dave recorded his 
first solo album, “Alone Together,” a 
rather relaxed and reserved take-off from 
hard rock featuring somber, bittersweet 
melodies, basic guitar/keyboard arrange-
ments, as well as Dave’s restrained vocals 
and blues-derived though not bluesy  
electric guitar. That album quickly  
became one of  the first Classic Rock  
records of  the seventies and is as valid 
today as it was then.

His album, “It’s Like You Never Left,”  
recorded on the Columbia label, had 
some of  Dave’s best written songs. His 
backup band included Graham Nash 
singing and Stevie Wonder on the  
harmonica.

Later Dave joined Eric Clapton’s “Derek 
and the Dominoes” for a number of   
personal appearances and played on  
sessions, including Jim Hendrix’s record-
ing of  “All Along the Watchtower.” Dave 
also played and sang with such diverse 
artists as Paul McCartney, the Rolling 
Stones, and Michael Jackson.

In 1976 Dave recorded his hit album  
“Let It Flow,” which included the hit 
single “Let it Go, Let it Flow,” and the 
classic Jim Krueger tune, “We Just  
Disagree.” which reached #12 on the 
charts.

Although Dave had established his 
position in the music field, suddenly he 
seemed to evaporate. “Music stopped be-
ing fun,” he stated, “all of  a sudden it just 
stopped being fun. I didn’t even pick up a 
guitar for a year. I stopped writing. I really 
needed to get away to another place and 
see what I wanted from life.” At that time 
Dave moved to Lake Tahoe.

A few years later Lee Abrams, Larry 
Mazer, and Denny Somach searched him 
out and found him at Lake Tahoe.  
Without hearing any of  his new material 
they signed him immediately to their  
Voyager label. His new album, “two 
Hearts” reflects Dave’s growth both  
personally and musically.

You’re in for a treat at The Old Post  
Office Emporium Sunday night when 
Dave Mason performs in concert. Stop by 
and hear one of  the premiere musicians 
of  the rock and roll era with his band…
you’ll enjoy a great musical evening.
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That Was Entertainment

Dave Mason
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bygone bluffton
Roadways That Were Never Built

Over the last 100 years, several proposed 
roads and bridges could have changed our 
landscape in a significant way had they been 
built. This is especially true when considering 
the modern-day residential developments that 
did not exist at the time these proposals were 
considered. In this article, we will take a look 
at what might have been and consider the 
impacts of  each.
A Bridge to Daufuskie:
A July 11, 1935 Beaufort Gazette article  
details that the South Carolina legislature 
passed Act 381 for the construction of  a 
bridge to Daufuskie. The proposed route, 
approved by the South Carolina Highway 
Department and the Beaufort County legisla-
tive delegation called for this roadway to 
include several bridges and causeways that 
would connect with SC Hwy 33 (modern 
day Hwy. 46) near Pritchardville. The road 
would follow a county road for about five 
miles into Palmetto Bluff and then another 
six miles through Palmetto Bluff to a place 
then called “Big House.”, which is the current 
site of  the Palmetto Bluff marina. From there 
several causeways would be built to cross miles 
of  marsh to the New River then cross over 
to Pine Island with bridges over Tea Kettle 
Creek, Rams Horn Creek and then a final 
bridge across the Inland Waterway connecting 
to Daufuskie at Mungin (sic) Corner.
A Daufuskie Island Bridge Commission was 
created to oversee the project. Daufuskie 
Island residents were very supportive of  
the idea to build the bridge and Daufuskie 
Island resident, Gus Ohman, who was on 
the Beaufort County Council at the time was 
spearheading the effort locally according to 
the October 6, 1936 Beaufort County council 
meeting minutes. But the roadway and bridg-
es were never built and it’s not clear why this 
effort was abandoned. Despite the 1935 effort, 
in 1947 the idea was raised again and a dif-
ferent commission was formed to pursue the 
matter; then in 1971 another study concluded 
that such a route through Palmetto Bluff was 
possible but again nothing ever came from 
either of  those efforts. In September 1965 
there was talk of  using dredge dirt from the 
Savannah River to build causeways that could 
potentially link Daufuskie to Savannah but 
that plan never materialized either.
In November 1995 an Island Packet article  
mentions an idea to build a bridge to 

Daufuskie that would probably need to 
originate in Sea Pines. This idea was floated 
at a workshop being held with local elected 
officials and members of  the state highway 
department. It was discounted due to Sea 
Pines being privately owned and the unlikeli-
hood of  such a plan being approved.
A Bridge across Port Royal Sound from 
Port Royal to Foot Point at Victoria Bluff:
A February 17, 1928 article in the Columbia 
Record newspaper reports that the Beaufort 
Chamber of  Commerce was negotiating with 
a large bridge building firm to consider  
building a bridge from Port Royal, SC, across 
the Broad River (Port Royal Sound) con-
necting with Foot Point at Victoria Bluff, the 
site of  modern-day Colleton River Planta-
tion. Such a bridge would have undoubtedly 
crossed Parris island as well before extending 
across the Broad River (Port Royal Sound). 
The bridge building firm said the proposal 
was doable and the chamber of  commerce felt 
the meeting was encouraging. In addition to 
vehicle traffic, there was also a plan to include 
a railroad track on the bridge so Beaufort 
could become involved in the Atlantic railroad 
business to reap the same benefits as Hardee-
ville was enjoying. Remember, there was no 
bridge across the Broad River until the 1950s 
so in the 1920s traveling from Bluffton to 
Beaufort required a long drive through Jasper 
County. That’s why having a bridge across the 
Broad River would have been a great benefit 
to those living in Bluffton.
The short-cut to Beaufort, across  
Callawassie and Spring Islands:
An August 3, 1972 Island Packet article covers 
a meeting held at the Port Royal Inn by the 
Hilton Head and Beaufort County Chambers 
of  Commerce. At the meeting there was dis-
cussion of  several proposed shorter routes be-
tween Beaufort and Hilton Head that would 
reduce the drive by six to 10 miles. One of  
the routes, proposed by the highway depart-
ment and their engineers was to make a road 
from Hwy. 170 crossing Callawassie Island 
with bridges over the Chechessee and Col-
leton Rivers. Another proposed route was to 
go directly from Lemon Island with a bridge 

across to both Spring 
and Callawassie 
Islands. One of  these 
routes would con-
nect at Victoria Bluff 
and the other would 
connect at Belfair 
Plantation. It was 
estimated in 1972 
that approximately 
2500 cars each day 
would use such a short cut by the year 1990. 
This number is likely well under what the 
actual number would have been considering 
the development avalanche that has since 
occurred, which was unforeseen in 1972. 
There was also a plan floated that would have 
crossed from Pinckney Colony to the Bailey’s 
community (modern day Okatie) but such a 
route would have saved only a few miles so it 
was not explored.
A tunnel under Port Royal Sound:
A January 14, 1971 Island Packet article  
says that Beaufort County Joint Planning  
Commission deputy director and head 
engineer Charles Gatch made a presenta-
tion regarding some consideration of  the 
construction of  a vehicular tunnel that would 
extend from the St. Helena Island area to 
modern-day Port Royal Plantation. However, 
Mr. Gatch also stated that the cost to build 
the 2.5- mile-long tunnel may not be worth 
the benefit of  having it. According to Google 
Maps, the distance from the city of  Beaufort 
to where the tunnel would have left St. Helena 
Island is approximately 15 miles. The tunnel 
was never seriously pursued; in fact, I could 
find only a single newspaper article that even 
mentioned it.
When these roads and bridges were consid-
ered southern Beaufort County was mostly 
undeveloped and places like Spring Island, 
Palmetto Bluff, Callawassie Island, Belfair and 
Victoria Bluff were just rural lands that were 
used primarily for agriculture. Few people 
lived in any of  those areas, unlike today where 
they all have been developed into upscale 
gated residential developments. It’s hard to 
image a highway and bridge to Daufuskie 
being built through modern day Sea Pines or 
Palmetto Bluff but both were once considered. 
Had any of  these roads and bridges been 
built it could have impacted the way southern 
Beaufort County developed. Bridge debates 
are not new to our area!

By MICHAEL REYNOLDS
Special Contributor  

to The Observer 
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The American Revolution
African Americans in  

the American Revolution
Article Contributors Ken Benkeser, Veda Keeling, Joe Player, & Jane Stuart

During the American Revolution, roughly 
500,000 African Americans (about 20% of  
the population) lived in the colonies, with 90% 
enslaved. Thousands fought for both the British 
(promising freedom) and the Patriots (seeking 
liberty), with 5,000–8,000 serving in the  
Continental Army. 
Key Aspects of  African American Life and 
Service (1765–1783):

•	 Population and Status: Approximately 
450,000 were enslaved, primarily in the 
South, while about 50,000 were free, mostly 
in the North.

•	 Loyalist vs. Patriot Side: Many more 
African Americans fought for the British  
(estimated 15,000–20,000) than for the 
Patriots (estimated 5,000–8,000) because of  
promises of  freedom.

•	 Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation (1775): 
This British decree guaranteed freedom 
to enslaved people owned by Patriots who 
escaped and joined the Crown.

•	 Military Roles: Black soldiers served in 
integrated units in the Continental Army. 
They fought in nearly every major battle, 
from Lexington and Concord to Yorktown. 
Roles included combat, sailors on privateers, 
and support positions.

•	 Impact of  the War: While the rhetoric 
of  liberty inspired some, the outcome was 
mixed; some gained freedom through  
military service, while others were re-enslaved 
or forced to flee with the British. Our fight 
for liberty was not always a fight for liberty 
for all.

This year we will feature stories of  African 
Americans who served in South Carolina in 
The Observer.
Jonathon “John” Biddy (aka “Biddie”) was 
born July 17, 1762 in Lunenburg County,  
Virginia (VA), son of  Edward and Mary Biddy 
(nee Posey).  Although African American by  
descent, there are no records indicating whether 
he was born into slavery. John’s family moved 
from VA to present day Union County, South 
Carolina (SC) when he was a young boy.
In 1779, during the Revolutionary War, teenager 
John volunteered to serve in the 1st SC Spartan 
Regiment until the Fall of  Savannah later that 
year. In October 1780, shortly after the Patriot 
victory at Kings Mountain, North Carolina, John 
Biddy went into the service of  Colonel Thomas 
Brandon’s 2nd SC Spartan Regiment and fought 

at the Battle of  
Cowpens near cur-
rent day Cowpens, 
Cherokee County, 
SC.  John contin-
ued his service in a 
variety of  surveying, 
scouting missions 
and skirmishes until 
the near end of  the 
War in the fall of  1782.
In 1810, John married Sarah Seeley Jones in 
Union, Union County, SC.  John and Sarah had 
three children:  Martha, Mary and James.  John 
applied and received a military pension for his 
War service and was listed as a “free colored  
person” in the 1830 US Census of  Union 
County, SC.
On December 6, 1837, John Biddy applied to 
have his pension transferred to Alabama (AL), 
having moved to Marshall County from SC 
because “he was dissatisfied with that country 
and first removed to the State of  Mississippi, 
Pontotoc County from thence to the State of  
Alabama Marion County, and from thence to 
Marshall County in this same State being unable 
to settle himself  in the other named places to his 
satisfaction.”
On August 13, 1839, John Biddy filed his last 
will and testament in Marshall County, AL and 
died there on October 14, 1841 at the age of  79 
years.   Sarah Biddy died some ten years later, 
also in Marshall County, AL.  Their burial sites 
are unknown.
Spencer Bolton was born c. 1735, reportedly 
near present day Yauhanna Landing, George-
town County, South Carolina (SC) along the Pee 
Dee River.  Little is known about Spencer’s early 
life before the Revolutionary War.
In 1776, while living in current day Union 
County, SC, Spencer enlisted in patriot Captain 
George King’s Cheraw Regiment. On June 28, 

1776, Spencer fought in the Battle of  Sullivan’s 
Island, near Charleston, SC, during the first Brit-
ish attempt to capture the city, which proved to 
be unsuccessful.  “We never had such a drubbing 
in our lives,” a Royal Navy sailor wrote. British 
battle casualties exceeded 200; damage to British 
morale was also devastating. “This will not be 
believed when it is first reported in England,” a 
British naval surgeon predicted.
In 1780, Spencer served in the SC Cheraw  
Regiment under Captain Luke Whitefield and 
participated in the defense of  Charleston.  In 
May of  that year, Charleston fell to British forces 
and several thousand Patriot soldiers were  
captured, including Spencer Bolton.  Bolton 
managed to escape shortly after capture and 
joined General Marion’s forces near Bowling 
Green, in present day Marion County, SC.   
Spencer served under Marion’s command for the 
remainder of  the War.
In 1790, SC Census records suggest Spencer 
Bolton was living in present day Georgetown, 
Georgetown County, SC in a household of  8 
“free” persons.
On October 17, 1832, Spencer, living in current 
day Laurens County, SC appeared in court to ap-
ply for a pension for his service in the Revolution.   
In 1845, while living in current day Henderson 
County, North Carolina (NC) he renewed his 
pension application.  
On November 22, 1845, “The Greensboro  
Patriot” newspaper (Greensboro, Guilford  
County, NC) published an article celebrating 
Spencer Bolton’s habits promoting his “health, 
body and mind” at nearly 110 years of  age.
It is believed Spencer died December 27, 1847 in 
present day Buncombe County, NC near the city 
of  Asheville.  His burial location is unknown.



Donate to  
the Library

Your donations to the Library help 
us continue to be the keepers of  
Hilton Head Island history, provide 
assistance with ancestry and heirs’ 
property research, preserve Zion 
Chapel of  Ease Cemetery and Ft. 
Mitchel, and provide programming 
and events that put a focus on our 
Island and the Library’s mission.
 
WAYS TO GIVE:
DONATE ONLINE:  
Visit HeritageLib.org 
DONATE BY MAIL:  
Send your check to  
Heritage Library Foundation,  
PO Box 5950, Hilton Head Island,  
SC 29938
DONATE VIA THE  
HERITAGE CLASSIC  
FOUNDATION:  
Add to your donation by donating 
through Birdies for Charity and 
Champions Fore Charity through 
the Heritage Classic Foundation 
and click on The Heritage Library 
as your designated charity. HCF 
supports the Library with a 20% 
match on donations made through 
their giving programs.  
heritageclassicfoundation.com/
giving-opportunities/
DONATE VIA THE  
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
OF THE LOWCOUNTRY:  
You can donate to the Zion Fund 
through the Community Founda-
tion of  the Lowcountry. This fund 
is focused on the preservation of  the 
cemetery. cf-lowcountry.org
CORPORATE GIVING:  
Remember us in your corporate  
giving and match programs.
PLANNED GIVING: Remember 
us in your estate planned giving.

Join the Library
Library members are what drives our mission and makes us a strong and essential 
local organization. Our members receive special publications like Membership 
Matters – a monthly email that informs on helpful genealogy research practices and 
South Carolina history lessons. Our members receive discounts for tickets to tours, 
classes, programs and events. Our members receive access to HeritageQuest Online 
at home. Our members have unlimited access to library services including assistance 
from our genealogy volunteers. Our members keep us strong. Join the Library today.
HeritageLib.org/join/

FAMILY HISTORY DAY 
Your journey rooted in history

Curious About Your Family History –  
But Not Sure Where to Begin?
Discover the stories that tell your story.
Our experienced genealogy volunteers are here to guide you through the process 
– helping you understand available records, interpret historical data, and take 
meaningful steps toward discovering and preserving your family’s history.

Life is lived forward, but understood backward.
Join us for a one-on-one guided research session and let us help you look 
back, connect the pieces, and better understand where you come from.

Registration is required and seating is limited. 
$10 per person 
The Heritage Library, 2 Corpus Christi, Suite 100,  
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928

Monday, February 9, 2026  
10:30am - 12:00 Noon  

or 1:00 - 2:30pm 

Saturday, April 11, 2026  
10:30am - 12:00 Noon  

or 1:00 - 2:30pm


